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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC UNIONS

Rome, 1 October 1970

From: The President of ICSU

"To: National Members of ICSU

The General Assembly of ICSU, 24-29 September 1970,
approved the establishment of the Inter-Union Commission
on Geodynamics ~- a Commission constituted with members
* nominated by the International Union of Geodesy and Geo-
physics and the International Union of Geological Sciences --
to co-ordinate the Geodynamics Project. The Geodynamics
Commission has a constitution allowing the active par-
ticipation of all interested ICSU Unions and Committees.

The Commission met recently to define the general
objectives of the Geodynamics Praject. The report of that
meeting is enclosed. The Commission plans a second meeting
early in 1971 to define the Project more precisely, teking
account of advice and recommendations from the countries.

ICSU considers the study of the solid earth to be
evidently one of the most important scientific areas for
mankind. Therefore; National Members of ICSU are invited
to encourage and support the participation of their scien-
tists in the Geodynamics Project and through their approp-
riate national committees to establish national committees
for the Geodynamics Project, based on active collaboration
of carth scientists -- geophysicists, .geologists, geochemists -~
and related sciences,

The schedule of the Geodynamics Project calls for
development in two stages: 1) 1971 -- a one~year period of
programme development during which planning will be carried
out and fn which existing programmes with a strong relation-
ship to the Project will be continued and developed; 2) 1972-
1977 -« a six-year period of active research devoted to um-
ravelling the problems of the dynamics and dynamic history
of the Earth,
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O International Council of Scientific Union @ President,
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The Geodynamics Project, a continuing programme of studies
of the gsolid-earth, is in a sense s natural successor to the
Upper Mantle Project, It is based in large part on the extra-
ordinary advances in earth sciences that were accomplished
during the Upper Mantle Project and the continuing close
collaboration of earth scientists of all types, which was such
a vital part of UMP.

Copies of this letter are being sent also to the several
ICSU Unions and Committees which have an active fnterest in pro-
blems of the solid-earth -- TUGG, IUGS, IGU, IUPAC, IUPAP, IAU,
SCAR, SCOR -~ with the suggestion that they forward copies to
their national Members. ICSU hopes that national committees
and programmes for the Geodynamics Project can be established
with fullest co-operation among all the scientific groups
interested in the problems of the earth's interior.

Signed: V.A, Ambartsumian
President, ICSU

ICSU 44/70

Enclosures are ICSU 49/70
(see pages 7-16)
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