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On the Sedimentation of the Cretaceous Deposits, Especially of the
Upper Yezo Group in the Sorachi Anticlinal Area, Ishikari Coal Field

by
Keisaku Tanaka

Abstract

In the Sorachi anticlinal area, Ishikari coal field, central Hokkaidd, are extensively
developed the Cretaceous deposits composed of the Middle Yezo, Upper Yezo and Hakobuchi -
groups in ascending order.. They are overlain by the Paleogene coal-bearing Ishikari group with
an unconformity, and show cyclic sediméntation. Judging from the lateral changes of the sedi-
mentary facies, that is, the thickness of strata, lithofacies and biofacies in the Cretaceous rocks,
the western wing should be just nearer the western margin of the so-called Yezo geosyncline.
Notwithstanding, it is noteworthy that in the much subsided offshore, eastern wing, exclusively
in its southern part, coarse-grained clastics such as sandstones, pebbly mudstones and -muddy
conglomerates are frequently met with in the lower half of the Upper Yezo group consisting
of mudstone.  Taking into consideration paleogeographical conditions and tectonic control of
sedimentation, it seems plausible that these coarse-grained sediments were derived by the so-
called turbidity current or subaqueous mudflow from the southwestern source area, an up-warping
belt of transversal direction, to which a remarkable difference in the sedimentation of the Ishikari

_ group between the northern and the southern halves of the coal field owes its origin.
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