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Geology of the Kayanuma Coal Field, Hokkaido
by
Kyosuke Kubo

The Tertiary deposits of the Kayanuma coal field consist of the Shakotan-group which
of Miocene-Pliocene age. This group, in general, is mainly composed of pyroclastic
sediments, - But in this field, the Shakotan group is composed mainly of mechanical sedi-
ments which intercalate some pyroclastic sediments. -
The Shakotan group is divided into the Tamagawa and the Tomari formations.
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In the early Tamagawa age, rhyolite erupted explosively and dep051ted a great deal
of fine volcanic ash, as represented by the Chatsu green tuff member.

Many coal seams are intercalated in the Kayanuma coal-bearing bed. They might
be deposited at the shallow sea surrounded by the rhyolite banks. :

The Tomari formation were deposited on the bottom of fairly deep sea apart from
the above mentioned rhyolite banks except in early stage. It is composed of a thick al-
ternation of sandstone and mudstone intercalating some pyroclastic sediments.

In the late Tomari age, an andesite eruption have taken place, and deposited tuff-
breccia and lapilli-tuff intermingling sandstone and mudstone (Shibui alternation).  This
eruption might have been a token of the Kuromatsunai volcanic activity in next age.
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